Workshop III 

Articles and prepositions

Articles

2. The definite and the indefinite articles with nouns

(1) The literature I found in the library helped me to find convincing arguments.

(2) Literature must deal with topical issues.

(3) History shows that dictators can never feel safe. 

(4) The history of the 20th century is dominated by the two world wars.

(5) Although we tried, we did not get (any) useful information.

(6) The information which we got at the help desk was very detailed.

(7) An hour ago we got a useful tip.

(8) Society cannot expect solutions from the government.

Prepositions

1. Nouns and adjectives with prepositions

1. good at            2. dislike of, for         3. experienced in, at

4. fascinated by        5. characteristic of      6. information on, about

7. interested in         8. knowledge of        9. popular with

10. preference for      11. sign of            11. symbol of   

12. typical of          13. view on, about

2. Verbs with prepositions

1. agree to, with, on
2. comment on

3. complain of, about
4. consider s.th.

5. consist of, in

6. deal with

7. decide on

8. describe s.th.

9. discuss s.th.
10. look at, for

11. refer to

12. suggest s.th.

Commas and apostrophes

Commas

(1) no comma

(2) My mother, who is over sixty, has…

(3) Strictly speaking, this comparison is misleading.

(4) no comma

(5) John, whose birthday will be soon, might join our team because he ….

(6) To emphasize the important points, the author …

(7) See l. 43, which I also quoted at the beginning of my comment, for ..

(8) To my mind, this is a fascinating film, however.

(9) no commas

(10) I can, of course, only deal with …

(11)  Having dealt with the advantages, I will…

Apostrophes

1. Mark Hughes, the president’s ghost writer – genitive singular

2. in its best year – possessive pronoun

3. the USA’s global role – genitive singular

4. India’s economy – genitive singular

5. It’s too late – shortened form of ‘it is’

6. delicious pizzas – plural noun

7. today’s special offer – genitive 

