Workshop III – Checkpoint 2: Articles and prepositions

ARTICLES

1. Rules made simple: Definite (the) and indefinite (a/an) articles: Read and remember these rules. 
	Leave out “the” with nouns used in a very general sense: 

How did life begin? We must respect nature. I am interested in American history, literature and science but not in politics. (German) Society has to change.
	Use “the” if the noun is made concrete by 

· an of–phrase: the life of Michael Jackson
· a relative clause: the information given in this text / the literature which we read in class

	“a” or “an”? This depends on the sound that begins the next word:

 a nation/speaker/university [sound=consonant] – an idiot/hour/Englishman [sound= vowel]

	Be careful with these uncountable nouns (kein Plural–s): 

          Ratschläge/Informationen = (some) advice/information

          ein Rat /eine Information = a piece of advice/information 


2. Cross out or correct the article if it is against rules of grammar.

(1) The literature I found in the library helped me to find convincing arguments.

(2) The literature must deal with topical issues.

(3) The history shows that dictators can never feel safe. 

(4) The history of the 20th century is dominated by the two world wars.

(5) Although we tried, we did not get a useful information.

(6) The information which we got at the help desk was very detailed.

(7) A hour ago we got an useful tip.

(8) The society cannot expect solutions from the government.

PREPOSITIONS

1. A wrong preposition is often used after these nouns and adjectives. Which is the correct one? Sometimes more than one preposition may be used. Afterwards check your answers with the help of a dictionary.
1. good ……………


8. knowledge…….

2. dislike …………..


9. popular………..

3. experienced ……

     10. preference…….

4. fascinated ………

     11. sign……………

5. characteristic …..

     12. symbol…………

6. information ……..

     13. typical………….

7. interested ……….

     14. view……………
2. Look at the following list of verbs. Underline those verbs which must not be followed by a preposition. Write down one or more prepositions behind the remaining verbs.

1. agree


      7. decide

2. comment


      8. describe

3. complain


      9. discuss

4. consider


     10. look

5. consist


     11. refer

6. deal



     12. suggest

