Workshop II – Practice spot 2: Writing paragraphs 

Strategy box: Understanding paragraphs

· A paragraph is a basic part of a written text. A good text consists of a logical sequence of paragraphs. Visually, a paragraph is one block of text.

· A paragraph deals with one single idea or topic. A paragraph can be short or long but should have at least three or more sentences. 

· If you begin to write about a new idea, you begin a new paragraph on a new line. In English, this line is indented. 

· The main idea is usually presented at the very beginning in a topic sentence. This is normally followed by two or more supporting sentences with reasons or arguments. A supporting sentence is often followed by one or two additional sentences with more details, facts, or examples. 

· At the end, you may repeat the topic sentence in different words or draw a conclusion in a concluding sentence.

1. Read the following model 8-sentence paragraph carefully. Then analyse and explain its structure. Also, explain the function of the additional sentences (details/facts/examples?) which follow the three supporting sentences.

    There are three reasons why I want to learn English. One reason is that English has become an international language. It is now used by most international companies, including the company where I work, for business communication. Another reason why I want to learn English is so that I can travel to English-speaking countries. The United States, England, Australia and many other countries all use English as their primary language. Finally, I want to learn English because I plan to move to the U.S. in the future. I will become a manager for my company soon. For all these reasons, I am very excited about learning English.

Topic sentence: …………………………………………………………………………….

Supporting sentence 1: One reason is that …………………………………………………..

  Additional sentence: ……………………………………………………function: fact/example
Supporting sentence 2: ……………………………………………………………………..

   Additional sentence: ………………………………….………………...function:…………

Supporting sentence 3: ……………………………………………………………………..

   Additional sentence: I will become…..………………………………….…function:…………

Concluding sentence: ………………………………………………………………………
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2. In the following paragraph, all its five sentences have been mixed up. Reconstruct the original order of the five sentences (1–5). The connectors at the beginning of some of the sentences will help you. First find the topic sentence. Compare different solutions: Which is the most effective one, and why?                                
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· Similarly, government authorities fought against King’s campaign for black civil rights.

· When Martin Luther King became famous in the 1960s, many Americans found the idea of giving more rights to African Americans unacceptable. 

· As a result, there were heated discussions and conflicts in the media and the population.

· On the other hand, some civil rights activists thought King did not go far enough and that a non-violent fight would not work.

· Some were even prepared to fight for those beliefs and even kill civil rights activists.

3. Write a topic sentence to start the following paragraph.
 (indent!() ___________________________________________________________

Developing positive feelings about pets can make a child feel better about itself and increase self-confidence. Positive relationships with pets can also help to build trusting relationships with family and friends. For example, a good relationship with a pet can help a child to understand the feelings of others and to communicate more effectively. Surely, your child may profit from a pet, too, if it is the right type of pet at the right age.
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4. Read the following paragraph carefully and cross out the sentence which does not support the main idea.

It is equally important that teenagers learn to be independent. This means that they have to make their own decisions and they have to live with the results – good or bad. Years ago there weren’t so many decisions to make. Teens shouldn’t always have to ask their parents for permission. This helps to prepare them for when they move out and are really on their own.
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5. Read the following sentences and order them into a paragraph. First find the topic sentence (T), then the two supporting sentences (S1, S2) with two additional sentences each. Arrange the seven sentences in a logical order by putting numbers in front of them. 

· In fact, people in a clique usually have the same interests.

· In general, cliques can be seen in a very positive light.

· So you’ll never get bored if you belong to a clique – you can always meet someone. 

· First of all, they offer you company, help and understanding.

· If you belong to a clique, there is always someone there to phone and ask for help.

· Secondly, cliques make sure that you know what to do in your free time. 

· You can chat with friends in your clique and tell them problems and secrets.
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6. Here you get a heading, a topic sentence for the first paragraph and notes for the supporting and additional sentences. Turn the notes into sentences. Use connectors.

	Heading 
	The growing influence of cliques in a child`s life

	1st topic sentence
	At the beginning, a child lives in a small world and fully under the control of its parents. 

	notes
	But then: play with friends chosen by parents – playgroups supervised by parents – children are open and friendly – often neighbourhood friends – important to have friends – but: children are also mean – usually 1–2 outsiders in every group – bully weaker kids – not accept children who are different - make life hard for them 
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7. Take more notes for the second topic sentence, then write the second paragraph. 

	2nd topic sentence
	At the kindergarten, parents need to accept the growing influence of cliques on their child.

	
	feel helpless if there is a problem – leave children at the door – no control any more – …
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