Workshop II – Practice spot 1: Collecting and organizing ideas 

Strategy box: Collecting ideas before writing a text

If you want to write a convincing essay you must prepare it carefully. Never start writing at once. Stick to the following rules:

Rule 1: Write down all the ideas/keywords that you can think of in connection with your subject/theme. Put them down in a list or in a mind map or as notes just as they come to your mind. 

Rule 2: When you cannot think of any more keywords/ideas, read your list again and try to give it some definite order. Add a number to each of your ideas/keywords to fix the new order. 

1. Read the following notes about the topic ‘Single-sex schools?’ carefully. Then try to arrange them in a mind map. You can download and use the freeware “freemind” to do this.
· girls do better in science subjects when they are taught separately

· boys needn’t think of how to impress a girl (and the other way round!)

· schools should prepare you for life

· girls and boys learn differently

· boys develop math skills 4 years earlier than girls

· social class and race have a stronger influence on school results than gender

· there is social pressure in classrooms with boys and girls

· teenagers learn from being together with the opposite sex

· boys and girls should have separate sports lessons

· …


                                                                 

	Strategy box: Organizing ideas

There are different ways of organizing your ideas. A lot depends on the kind of text you want to write. If you want to …,               you can best structure your ideas this way:

	tell a story (e.g. plot summary) or present facts
	“chronological” order:
At the beginning, … Then …  Or: First of all, … Secondly,…

	write an argumentative text 
	“dialectical” order

reasons for ►reasons against

Or: advantages ►disadvantages

	explain something
	causes ►effects

	discuss a problem
	problem ►reasons ►solutions


(1) Read the following list of topics. Decide which type of organization is the best one for these topics.

(2) A short history of co-education in German schools: ……………………………………….……...

(3) The pros and cons of attending an all-girls school: …………………………………………….....

(4) The British public school and its aims: ……………………………………………………………… 

(5) Why boys find it more difficult than girls to learn modern languages: ……………………………

2. Look at the notes about single-sex schools again. Decide which order would be best for an essay about this topic. Then arrange the notes in the order you have chosen. 

Single-sex schools 








