Workshop I – Revision spot 2: Talking about the author 

	writer
	text

	
	poetry

	
	report of a real person`s life

	
	screenplay

	
	newspaper article

	
	personal thoughts published online

	
	play


1. a) An author may write books, articles and reports. What alternative expressions are there for writers who produce special texts? Match six of these words with the text types in the grid: 

blogger – poet – playwright – journalist – biographer – novelist – screenwriter – reviewer

a) Pick out the words you did not use.

What type of text do these writers produce?

2. Read and remember the collocations in this box. Highlight those which are new to you or which you find hard to learn.
	Language Bank: Talking about the author

	The author`s aim/intention is to …

The author makes his intentions very clear when he says that …
	Ziel/Absicht

	The

author

tries/

aims to …


	influence the reader`s attitude to …

convince the reader of …

open the reader`s eyes to …

warn the reader of …

arouse the reader`s interest in …

evoke emotions in the reader

inform the reader about …

give a detailed report on …

raise some questions about …
	Einstellung … beeinflussen

überzeugen von …

Augen öffnen für …

warnen vor …

Interesse wecken an …

Emotionen hervorrufen

informieren über …

Bericht geben über …

Fragen aufwerfen hinsichtlich…

	
	make the reader …
	think about …

change his opinion on
	… zum Nachdenken bringen über ...

… veranlassen, seine Meinung zu ändern   über...

	The 

author
	draws the reader`s attention to sth.

appeals to the reader to do sth. 

justifies/defends/criticizes/questions sth.
	lenkt … Aufmerksamkeit auf …

appelliert an …

rechtfertigt/verteidigt/kritisiert/stellt etw. in Frage


3. Cover the phrases above. Then fill in the gaps.

a.) Fill in the correct prepositions with four different prepositions: 

Has this article influenced your attitude ______ global warming? Does it warn _____ the consequences? It certainly gives a detailed report _____ the facts and figures and raises some interesting questions _______ what needs to be done.

b.) Fill in five different verbs.

The journalist ________________ the reader`s interest by the shocking picture and _________________ his attention by the big-letter headline. Basically, he aims to make the reader ___________ about this new trend, hoping to ______________ the reader´s attitude. In this context, it also helps to ____________ emotions in him. 

c) What do these authors often try to do?

Teachers …     Politicians …     TV commentators ….
