Workshop I – Revision spot 1: Talking texts – the simple present

General rule: When you write or speak about texts, you generally use the simple present 

· to talk about the author: William Shakespeare shows us …

· to describe what happens or is said in the text (e.g. plot, arguments): After school, Jane decides to discuss her problem with her mother.

· to express what is generally true (facts): When people cooperate, results can be improved.

Of course, you have to use the past tense (did) or past perfect (had done) when talking about what happened in the past: The author describes the situation in the USA in the 1920s, which was a Golden Age after the First World War had ended in 1918. – The article was published in “The Times” last year. 
Mistake warning: The present progressive is usually wrong when talking about texts. It is only used to talk about something that is happening now, at the time of speaking: What are you doing? – I`m watching TV.


PRACTICE: Put the verb into the correct form. Then share your solutions with a partner. Explain your solution with one or more of the tips above.

1. The headline of the article already ___________ (ask) the basic question, which ____________ (raise) but not ______________ (answer)  in the article. The first paragraph ____________ (inform) about what ______________ (happen) one week before. In the following paragraphs, the author ______________ (present) facts and figures about …. 

2. This article by Tom Jones _______________________ (publish) in the New York Times in the year 2007. The author fully __________________ (accept) the arguments against genetic engineering but he ____________ (not agree) with …

3. In the second part of the story, the father suddenly _____________ (become) very angry. He _________ (shout) at his son and _______________ (threaten) to punish him.

4. This topic ___________________ (discuss) in every newspaper at the moment but this article __________ (offer) a real solution to the problem.
Tips for using the simple present correctly:


Don`t forget the third-person “s” when you write about an author, a character in a story or a text (=he/she/it): 


The author describes …  The text deals with …  Her opinion becomes clear when …  He seems to be very critical of …


Use “do/does” to make negatives: 


The writer does not give good arguments for his thesis. - The two heroes do not seem very happy in this situation.


Use “is/are + past participle” to form the passive: 


The word “peace” is repeated several times. - The character`s patience and friendliness are underlined by … - A lot of information is given on … 


Use the simple present for the summary of a fictional or non-fictional text:


At the beginning, the two friends meet to discuss ….  They do not agree about … and have an argument about …  Finally they decide to ….. and leave …   When they arrive at …


Place the adverb of frequency before the verb (word order):


…  usually gives examples of …  - … often quotes from the Bible - 


 …  repeatedly appeals to the reader to …


When a verb means “have an opinion”, use the simple present: 


I think that …   I strongly believe that …  The author agrees with …








