Strategy: How to summarize a story or film

Step 1: 
Read the fictional text carefully, twice if necessary.



If you have to summarize a film, watch the film again.                                                                                                           

           

Take notes on the setting, the characters and the plot.

Step 2: 
Find out the topic and the theme of the story/film. Ask yourself: what does the author/director want to say? With a film, it might help you to decide which genre the film belongs to. Write down the answer in one sentence.


Step 3: 
Underline the most important points linked with the topic. If you are summarizing a film, underline the most important points in your notes which are linked with the topic and story. 

Step 4:
Write the first sentence of your summary. State the type of text, the title,

 

 the author/director, the date of publication and the topic of the text/film. 


Step 5:     
Write short paragraphs summing up the plot.








                                    

Useful phrases for the opening sentence


The short story “....” by XY, published in …, deals with …


The film “.....” released in the year XY and directed by … is about …


In his latest film “…” (year), director … discusses the question if … 















































  You have forgotten what film genres there are?


     ► Look at Warming up: Talking films again.


	  


For this step you might also find Talking about the author’s intention useful.





 You are unsure how to write paragraphs?


     ► Work on Paragraph writing in the Workshop. 





 You would like to do some revision on the present tense?


     ► Work on Talking texts – the simple present     


                           








